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CHOOSE THE BEST ALTERNATIVE. 


A. 

MP3 software has been shooting onto people's desktops like mushrooms from the ground. 
Currently, there are well over 30 MP3 products available for the Mac. Some are general players, 
others have more specialized and fine-tuned purposes. Which one is the best? Well, that is probably 
the wrong question to ask. It's more appropriate to ask which one fits your needs the best. While 
ultimately only you know the answer to that question, ATPM will try to be your guide through the 
wonderful universe of MP3 software and help you find the best program for you. There 


(1) ground to cover, so we will separate this series into three parts. 

(2a) the programs we are covering here (2b) one major 
purpose: to play MP3 sound files over your computer speakers or sound output. Naturally, 

(3) major criteria to judge players by is sound output quality. Unfortunately, 


this criterion is subjective, and all the players perform similarly in this regard, so I will try to stay 
away from such quality comparison except at a very general level. Instead, I will compare the 
programs based on features, ease of use, stability, etc. 


(4) also allow you to encode MP3 files, i.e. create new music files. Again, 
encoding quality is relatively hard to measure objectively; however, this article has done a very nice 


job at comparing encoding software. 


(5) available software products and their rather restricted purpose, together with 
some intense competition in the market, has resulted in programs that have rather subtle differences 
within categories. Once you have narrowed down your choice, I recommend that you give all your 
candidates a try and see which one suits your needs best. After all, they all play your files, so the 
biggest determiner is your personal taste. 


1. a) aresome 2. a) Allof........are having 
b) is a lot of b) Most ....... have 
c) isn't much c) Most of ......... have 
d) are lots of d) Many ........have had 

3. a)one of the . a) Every program 
b) some of the b) Some of the other programs 
c) each c) Only one of the programs 
d) either d) Among all the programs 

5. a) A number of 


b) A minority of 
c) All of which 
d) The large number of 
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B. 


Upon reviewing and analyzing student behavior statistics for our school during 1999-2000 the 
subcommittee concluded the following. 


1. 


10. 


(6) students were well behaved. Less than 14% of students received 
behavior slips during the past school year. 


There was (7) students (only 10 students) who consistently displayed 
inappropriate behavior. This behavior causes disruptions to instruction and affects the behavior 
of other students. This group represents 3.4% of the student population and 
(8) 29.8% of behavior slips. Five of these students had over 40 behavior 
slips while two of them had 100 or more slips. 


The students with persistent behavior problems had a negative impact on their classmates and 
teachers. Children sometimes emulated their behaviors. The classroom with the most behavior 
slips experienced (9) behavioral problems during the second half of the 
school even by two formerly well behaved students. The students are in different classrooms 
this year and are back to being well behaved. Teachers of students with persistent behavior 


problems experience (10) emotional stress. 

a) Only a minority of 7. a) alarge number of 

b) The number of b) a big amount of 

c) The overwhelming majority of c) aconsiderable decrease 
d) A small population of d) asmall number of 

a) accounts for 9. a) the minimum 

b) consists of b) a significant increase in 
c) is composed of c) asharp decrease in 

d) is equal d) a dramatic fall 

a) many 

b) a few 

c) much 


d) enough 
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ANSWER KEY 


10. c 


